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Abstract

Women are an integral part of the workforce, and their share of the economy in
Israel and in the western world is steadily growing. Women’s contribution to the
economy is a notable one, and therefore their leaving work as a result of giving birth

may lead to an economic and social crisis.

The present research attempts to answer the following questions:

¢ Does giving birth lead to a decline in the long-range employment of women?
e To what extent does a longer maternity leave influence women'’s return to

work?

The research also examines the extent to which the following factors influence the
woman'’s decision regarding her return to work: the economic sector of her job, her
wages previous to giving birth, the work status of her husband and her place of
residence. Furthermore, the relationships between various demographic variables —
education, income from work, number of children, the age of the youngest child and

the woman’s age — and the return to work are examined.

In the course of the years, society in general and employers in particular have
become more flexible regarding women'’s leaving work due to giving birth. The
research findings indicate that women'’s leaving work after giving birth is temporary;
most women return to work in the course of the year following their giving birth, and

most return to the same employer.

The research presents an international comparison of the length of maternity leave,
and shows that the maternity leave is longer in most Western countries than it is in

Israel.



Country

Length of maternity leave (in weeks)

Austria
Belgium
Denmark
Finland
France
Germany
Holland
Hungary
Israel
Italy
Luxembourg
Norway
Portugal
Romania
Spain
Sweden

16
15
52
42
20
14
16
24
14
21
16
43
17
17
17
66

One of the questions that the research attempts to answer is, is there a connection

between the length of the maternity leave and changes in the mother’s employment

behavior.



