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NYI MONIYIN 192N NNMOPNN ,NPINROY NNNINM INVPIND 7 DY NNNYN NI 195
MNNVY PNMDN MNA T3 GIVKN PNITOID NVIINRN 29D NPNNDNN NPVY : NPV MNP HY
NIYN MIAPY .DOVIPNT-IVIR NVAYN NNNT NNTPY TINNPN TN NHWNNN 2995
NIV NYINA PONRD NN MDYIIT NIAXD NI TARD DD NIV MNP WA NNNYN
MPVDYAN YADY NTIN MZHD IWNY I U 1955 MM INRD ; DIINIYIL DRNPN DY MITIND
TN ,DNNDHN MY NH90 NN NNDID PN ONIY SNIIN 17P) NAIWNN NTHA ,Mya
$IYTN SVITIN PYVL MYSNNI YOIMDT INVIY MNP PINT INPI DOWIN 19IND NNYDOSN
DM — NP MNIT HY MODAN NIYND 1N NPNIN ,NNYTY PTIND WYY — NPVY
NYLN YIT NN NNDXAN .0NINMID 905 DWOINN TN P NI NPX NI DN
19INT TPHNIYIN NIIN2 NYYI NPV JNAY DOIITH I NYNY 1Y NIWINND MNNI-17D
395 HY NHYINHDY MIT2IYI NNYN NPRY NDT NNXY THWIT MINNND NYY YT PNV
THRYND NN YW O 9O PITH MMIPNN DPLINN NN NN HY NNONN . JMN YInY
MYNNN NNNX DY PXRYN NN NPNNY MM LY N0 NN ,NPVN WIID M NPH NN

DY) HRIYI 10N HY INPI MPINN NPNIAND

DY 71 2972 YLDYIMNAN YINWN NV WNN NYY DPNISN NN NHPNHN NN
S I 107NN DY DNYY DYIIN NN DINNAN DNYI DINIIRN DIVTY NN : MNIWN MORY
TIY D91 NN INPHNID MDD ONYY NP NPINND DY N2 0N DNV TOWNHN
DTN NNINI NIDDIND IN NNV V2NN MTIPI DIV NNINN DY TMIIMNN NN NANYD MYIND

NN NVIDIMNMIN,NMINIAN NNNIN PYTND NVNIPAN YN INTPYY NINN ,NOT 1
PPIN-12 NVIDIDNN,TNDINIMNI NTPRIDY NPONNN DN 2
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differential ) Y19 TOONONIDT MY KW NWYNWHRN NN PIANY YT 2 1NDIN TNV /YT DY
MPY PIAY MWIT P2 PN NI PNAT ¥ Y1 MNP PON HY 123 (knowledgeability
DYNNIPN DMIVYNN ,DVNNN NYNN NN PAND IWIN N 1T WP MTPNHNN KIY HINIAN
THINDY NPT MIPIN I NINY .21-N RN OIYN 1INTT INANY INPN 10 MM
PANY DN XD, 1PVDIIMNS MNTIN YHWNN ,ONIIN NPYH MIYIT P VPN DY ITHY NV
VDT MPOPOPID PAD TN IN NYITI NPTN DY N2T Y577 P2 DIRNPRND DIIYAN NN
,0°157110 DM20M MTAW Yy DMINNN DI YT NI YNNIV NN L,PYT D
MPIN NN 2NN NT NN YT DY TURD AN NPWIT MY NINNK YY NODIID MOMININ
YOMIND NMDDY (NAND DYTIND NN NIRRT IWIND IND DN NYIMN

WYX M0 MDY NPPN1

% TNPHN,0VNNT MVIT DY NOYANT MNNN NN PN DMIPIN HY DN NN PIND 31D
MY MYITD NPNNIN Y NPVITIND JNYIIN INN NIAPIVD NIXOPIDID INDI IONIVIN
NS WX (Flam, 2005) 055 1390 (Hochschild, 2018) 75'w5y0 »59Nx nnnT >nHan
: DNYV MY NTAYN T TIN,DPNNAY YDNADN WM 4PIVANN HY INININT NIN NPNY
MYIT — INND .DMNMDNDI DMITYY D1VIDID DIVWYNY DX TPN 2DV NIN DDIIND — TARD
DOYLYLN DAY T2 NPVIDIDN NN NN DOVHRYN TPIRID INNIM N1VN ,OYNN ,TNIN

DYIN DIVYRI NPNT ,NITLIY

TPPIVIND RYIND NNTR DY INNT INN APYNIN PON NN MY XN NIANDN NYTIND NINN
,01919191 .(Adorno, 2020) DN YY DXINNDN DN 1AV JPIRM DPVLDIVI DIVLYN HY
IR NN TN ,DTRD DY ONIIND 128N DX PAND DTN HY DNYID IDIN PN 11D
NNMIXY DPVLIPINT DIVYN TINI INNINNT MVDIVI NNPHINA IAVTH INYY 19 YOIV

STNAY NN

DY OWIIN MANT NN NPNT NINTIN NDIND PADN YINRIVIN INMININ DN NN
DXNONND DMVDINNG DINPTINY 1IN TN : DNWN NN NTNN NN NN DM
D>0DIINN DIVWNN 51 TN DIYINM YN 27P2 XKPINT NNV NN TPVING NINN UMY
,MOIPINT SV NOMWN NDXN NN NDIN ONIIN PTED MYY TN DY TDNM) YNI2N DIVP Y
TPVIPINT NPTV NPN XN NYA N2 .OPNND > HY TN NHTI MPVIPITI 7D IV
20 POVOY NN TPVIPITI MYNRYN 711991 IPOVDINNDN TI¥NNINT NX NIDN NPN)
MINY 722 T2 NTIHYN NN ,INIYIA DHDINDL NPINAD NPOIY KON 1AW , 1T 1902, NINT DY
NOT 1AW )TN, DINN DY D1WHITIN DIYNND DN OONT DITIN DY NMINN HY DOV
DY Yy NNVINY 1D ,TMON 7PVIPINT YWY NNMIAL TN PPN DITIMD NON»N

AR 9Y DN NPPDA DNHNINN D 3

VY NPDOINPI NPNIANDY OTPINN Y12 DNMNN NI ,NMTNA 99 HY IMWNI 115710 HWIN NXIN ©9IvVan 4
YT ONIINN HITN MOV DIPIN PINYYY DY DM 12 NITIY ININ2 NM2INN 22 NNPIN PIND 1Y
L0791 HY DPNIIN DNIAN DY NYTIN KON DN NX VIHIANY 1T HWINI YHNYN
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NN ONINN YIIN NN NAVY 1D DN DN ,NNYTY ,NMIN N .OMHDIDININ
7PN DPODIDINIRD ,DITIN NAYY NN NIYV .INNRD W ,NNYTY  NIN N, NPIDIDNND
MIINYH MYNNA PHN INPS DITIN NNVDIN NN D) 150 MDD VPN THN
,22TAND 0N OTHYNI PAND DY NDI DVODIDVNND DR 1VPINY (NPNMVININN)
L1997 7N NP DINTIN NINDNN MNPHN TR DN OPNYP O1NT DI 11NN
DN OIYDININD Y NVDININ NIV NN NIDN NIR .OPDINDN NN DXNAVNN O
NYIOD DY ANINND TN, IRIYI TPHRNN 190N IR TONRNNY NYPNN NP TIND N 19T
NINI MYNNY HNIYII NPVLDITIND MYNN P2 MV YPITN MTIPI NN NINHNN DDNND

.02 »xan7a

TPOIPTN NN NINNNN ,INIY HYORIAND VPIION DY NNV NPPD NNM 190N NN
DXNVYA DMLY : DXDIN DY DIND DYDY DY NOVNNND 122N NNN NOYIAD NIONIWN
YNNI DOV KD ,7DMINNRN” DIAVIND YADN ; INIY NN DIPVDYY DY ; DIWIAON
1Y 11D, 1INV PPVIPINTY TIANY HRIY NN DR, NIDIN NIDIN DTN PN .1y
TRNN TINY .Y NDWN 9HIN,MIIN ,ID1D ,0PVINY DMN DXAXYN NNVINI 7)INVIY
A9OP Y JPYIN .DINNIN MOYTI PAY DAYN NNIY 22 N71PT XN PNVIAN DY »MPOvn
PY IMPHRD MHINNLOIAN NMINDY AR NNYD NDINX DY PN MHDVINP DIV 9112
DYNI JIRNDY NPNP-D NPIPNT N2NND M0 NP DI 5y 9NND 15 95 Hp wpna
YIPOVW DY NINN YINIIY 1N KD NID DPR NONY 10 (Kimmerling, 2016) ymTvn
MYXNND IXIN ORIV 1IN THO MOVY DIDID YDVINPN DIVIINN YT 10N
INY INDNN NNDN NYTIND IPPNIY 79 HRIY HY NPNIND MWD DY NIXP NV

STTRVN N0 IN NI

,(27 1Y) PTPHNIYIN YAIN HY NPDIDIAN NPIDINM TPVIDIAN NNIANTY NDDIAND N WP
NW DI, 790 NN .)INVIAY NPNIIN Y NPTINL LAY NXID MNON NMWPINND NYIAPHN
NN PNV 1IN DONVUN DMDIDD KY DIVUYNT MYV 1NN MINVII DPNRD DOIANN
MU NTPINNN DPPNN DY RN NTIPI 00990 INIYW SNIN DY 0NN
NI TIMD YY NTHANND MNDN MYNNNI D) TN PPN IXIND 7VNINPN DIV
IN T2 DY ND>TN TPONN TNAN DY INPIINN NXR NPVINT 19N NN ,DOVINN DI
VI NN 2NN TNAN .NZIW NYINA ,NDYN DY 7DYN” INMN THAN .JNYY NN
NIN TN ,DO9N2 ITHYI .V DY PNY NANY VPP MYN I, DVPNPY

DPNVIMN-NT OMPY )TN DY PN INY AN RD»P-I12

NTHNH 1IN MYSNNI NNXIY-1T 70T PYINY TNON NN DIINT DOVDOINING DIPTIN
TN2D M AR 70N DY NN MINTOYM ,MIANPI DIIYINY DIPMPTH DY
TPYNVPIHND INNDNNY 137D Y9I 12 YHRNWN RIM |, TNON NYAWN NN AN 1NN PHNI
NON P2 TI9N0 YT NYXNN APWIIN ,NMWN NIIN TN NOYON NMIYNHNI .NOVHINNDN
YN N0 TIN,NMN DIINY DNV NTNONN NN DMIPANN NIN PAY NTHN DY DIMINY

0T TNNRD 7PVIIBN NI DY VINWYND INPINI NN TN NNIN MYSNNI .NA O»NN
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DYNMIPNN IRNDYN MDNIN N2Y MMNDIN NMINNN W THORIVIN NPPVINNA TNAN Y PWIND
VY NNV INVPN DV ,NNTPNI D) DXNPYPN DM ,0MVIPINT-INNDN ,019WN 190N
MMTN NN PHYND INIVNY 120NN #INND DTN DX9VN ON .DXNNNN NN VIVND
NN NPAYNN NIVHNND NTIN DXINY DPVDINND DIPNN TN NYYIN MYSNKI NN
TNY ONN MY NINID MNON MOPNN NNN OPNN NON ,INIWI HIN WM G0N
D25WN MY P N1NIA NN .ATIN IWUNND INY (MIND oD PYRNY WYN) MTIVN
— TNANY NN VI MINND THAN DY NPLIPMTN DX NVIIND NI VDN OOWIIN
TN ; IMNWIYN IRVN/PINYN NI TNIN ; NTAYNN YNODINN TN : DINDN NYIDYNH
,TNAN NONY DIVND IITH PN NIMNINY NN — MIXNANY PWHN NOYNND ITIND
DYPOYNNN TNY YNNI RDY, TN DY TTINNNY 3 XY NN IXNDY 1NN NN NN
POOYY NOYN KDY NIPN DAY TNHDN YD17-INNIN VINDT ONIIN PTSI IN NPNIIN NI
IN T DY DIIIRNDN NIND THYNN NNN POON IN NPNIIN NS DY) PAONY MIDN
TNON NIINY DD HIND ONIAN JPNY-IN NONN OYNVPIN NN DY NIVNN ON
NYOWNI /2NN ANIAY N TH NNNDN DI OIPN MZIYAY TPSIVND M ,DOND99)
.DYNITRY DPRIAN MDY MINIX P2 MINANN YIVYOLI NMAINNDN NPVITIY MAIN NN TN

NPNIIN NPIIPN NN T'PANI RYNN ,5Y1N NIN TPNVOY 2D NMIVN HAPNN MWD WIIN
MTI9N DY NNV PON Y Y 1D DY 9N .MINNDLY MNNV NMY P2 MNIANT MDD
YA SYNN HY IMD .O0MYND DNN DY TIVH MYNNANID I8PHN XY T, 21Dy 5Y 2m)
PPAN Y MNTY D905 MIND DX NONN HYNI NWUPN NN DY) : DNTHN POINND
NMNY NPDVIDTI YT NI TN TIND PID NID WD PIAN 1INY DI NIWIY NN
NN ON,NPHVIT NPNY MDID 1N DY — YU/ TN ININNN DINIMHD O1NT MNOY
P MPNANT NPHIVIDNT IT THYIT NNXD DPPIY 5P NPIIXD MINN N DY PNDNN
PN NY2IPN ON9 NPITN IN TINIAN NP THN PIND MINT HYNN TIVNI XNVY NNVN
MOLDING MY .NIINX JY MINDT 1IN SV NNXIY-17 PINNDY PNDNN MYIN
DTN NNIY DX DRI YNIAND INND DY 19N NPNTH TN 1NYWNN DYNN IR NYXIN
L1202 T2 XINY PAPVDYIOIRIPN NINY P, INND DY NNDIDNN DY TTINNND NONONN
290 TIZIYY NN IN MDY YNPHY NPLDIIMD NN DY 1D YT HY INVIN

.DYVIDY DYIN ,DXMNID DN DXV IN DIV DX NN DY NIM-NT ,TI DY G0N

NVID INNNY MINNN NN,V YN ,5952 NANIN NMDIVIIND NIVHD PLDIIMN DN
NN PN TN 2P, NN IN MR NNMINND AWNMD DI1DPYW NN DI IRNYNL NN
NNY TWNIY IN, TIDIINIY NNIYIID 57210 HYI) ORD .OYNI MY P2 IWPN DY PRIYN NN
DSNVI-IT NI TONNN ,192) IPTNN PINY TN HYNN ,MPTRIN NPND MDY MDYNI
INRD DY 7PIIMNN-NT ,NITINN NN MTNINDY OMNPYD TPNDOUNT PININD DY HY DNV
,227019 ,NPLDIPNY ,DNDNY T OTI TY FVINAN NVYN NN IWIIN NIN DI ,0DINIM
DYT2 DD DN ,IAN-DNA DMIINNHY NONX DTN NMNDT MY, DNINNIY DIINIVPIVIN
NIV NIN DMIX DI 1N 1,012 DYPNY PR :INNI DIWN) .NOVY DMININ DN
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YOINT NN NAYIN HIDIN NININD MINN NPV OV, TN DY VN NN .DPTPN NIONY
YN DXINNY NPNVDN MTY DY TUNNN DIDN DINTPH OOVDINND DIVMN 1Y
mMoYWN1 OONONNN NON DN ;IINONNDD DINMLX DWYTY DMPNT OXANIN]
D»NIANN DPNN DY THTRNIS NNYISY DTN NPND DNV DMWIT DWNIN

.(164 1ny) 10»VINAM

NN HY IMNDNN MYSHNI DNMIN NHVDY DMNMNON D1NIINN DOVPYIMPN NN OTPD 11D
DOWN 2N NPVDINNG MYNN |, NNV SVIMNN INININ DOVPNIPY JINI NI YIND
NPV YHRNYNY MMYNN 11, NNT DY IMNX DOPY MDIN OHOIPINT ITOL NMYN
IWPN DY OTPHRD PN QUN) TOY,DMVIPINT LAY SN NN ,DXPIN 299D NMVLDINIMND
N9YN NDIN PVLDINNON NPWN HY SVIPIIT-IVINT I9INN NDOWYN JY O .1PVIPINTI DNOY
DMVOININ DINTNN : IRNWYN DY TYWHNNN MINVPIRN NIWIIN NN NADNN NPIN NTIPI
NN NDY ,NVINT AR INMD ONNYNY DTNV THYND IR ¥IOUD IMOSN MY MININA
792NN MNIN DOWHYNY MYV Y5 HVIANN IMNDND NT PHNN DIPDINYI DY DIDIVIND
DY NAYHNN NPRY NPHTH DTPY M0N I0IN ¥I9WH 115701 IDIN DIIANND ,NPNIIND

N9V N2INN MNPR DY MPNINN OW DIVIND

NN NN YT T2 IY NIHNY  NNND NPNNX DY THN 7P NOYYW WIT INK vINI
Y2 N7 &N (fraternity) NINK YXN MDN ,DMOIPINT MTOIN DIPINNN DIVIN
SYNN DN XN INNN .11ITY NNIDN NANN NN INNKN I NYITIL NPITD P29 IINK
NPV MOIWND DIRNNDN WIIN RO 192 INPYNIN DNY DY INRN 2995 19N D02
P25 12 NPNINT L,AINNND 1PN IR PR W ,1IIY2 APHDIDNIN HY NNYYIN
NPYNRD TMIINN NN 222PY SVIAN MDD NN NIDN DY MIYNNN TN 1IN .NPITND
D»NONN DIPNM MNIIAN XMPY |, NINN ,0II051 D0MIYNN TONNI NNNK 12D

N¥PNI NYON NN

YT ,DPON P9 NXIN TNPNA PNIYND N3N 190N NN TNNY NN ORIV MTPHRNNN TION
DY TAN TP NN WX XN INNK TXD NPA0NY INRD .NPIDIDNIND MTH*A
DTN NNV DIODIDININD INNY DI DIYTIN DX NONYN NN NYYHN NN, DPHDIDNIN
9120 NON NITH DY TYN NT 72y ,NVIAN NTIPIN NN TN NDNPN YNV 19N
,INYTO PIVAN TP N1 10 ODIY LTIN NN DN DDININ OVIDIY 17D DY NN D)
YNOVN NI NHRXIVN TN .OPTDIDNIND NP NITHPD P2 NPIAT 1IN DNV Y2
S HYDIDNIN YT OTPIW YDODI9N MDD DY MIYNRNN DY MTTINNN TN 1IN0 SY
NN MM 901NN OVING-INIIN TTO IWONOY 19IND ,DO0IWNN 939 MINOND DTN NPT

ANYN YoN NN DY NN
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Poverty, by America / Matthew Desmond
Crown, 2023. 304 pages.

Reviewed by: Allan Borowski®

The recent celebration of Israel’s 75th birthday provided yet another opportunity to
reflect on the Jewish state’s many stellar accomplishments since her founding. In
areas such as high-tech, water conservation, agriculture and defence materiel Israel
has done remarkably, even miraculously, well. Regrettably, however, Israel has been
much less successful in other areas. For instance, social fragmentation remains an
enduring problem and poverty rates remain high despite steadily growing affluence.
Among the various groups highly vulnerable to poverty are Israeli Arabs, single-
parent families, Shoah survivors, and Haredim.

Whether measured in absolute terms (an income sufficient to purchase only minimal
levels of food, shelter and clothing) or relative to the overall standard of living, many
prosperous countries experience significant poverty levels. Today, Israel is
unquestionably a prosperous country. Indeed, since 2010 Israel has been a member
of the “club of rich countries”, namely, the Paris-based Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development (OECD). And yet in 2019 (just before the onset of the
Covid pandemic) the relative poverty rate stood at 17% of the country’s population
(close to 2 million people), well above the OECD average of 12%. Among children the

5 Emeritus Professor of Social Work and Social Policy, La Trobe University, Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia
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rate was an astounding 22% compared to the OECD average of 13% (Weiss, 2023,
80). Similarly, the US, one of the richest countries in history, has an overall absolute
poverty rate of almost 12% and a child poverty rate of over 15% (Benson, 2022). These
rates would be significantly higher if the US, like Israel, employed a relative poverty
measure. In contrast, other countries, well-to-do but less so than Israel, have
markedly lower poverty rates. For example, the Slovak Republic’s relative poverty
rate of around 8% in 2020 is well below the OECD average (OECD iLibrary, 2020).

How can we explain the fact that there appears to be no necessary relationship
between the degree of economic prosperity of a society and its level of poverty? The
answer is captured in the title of Matthew Desmond’s latest book, Poverty, by
America. The title implies what public policy boffins have long known, namely, that
each society goes about “manufacturing” poverty in its own way and that high levels
of poverty — whether in rich or less prosperous societies — are by no means inevitable.
Further, societies differ in terms of the extent to which they will tolerate poverty.
Prevailing levels of poverty are thus a social choice, in large measure the product of
the actions (or inaction) of governments elected by the people.

The rabbinic definition of poverty conceives of it in both absolute terms (an income
of less than 200 zuz--or less than 50 zuz for someone who is in business--in the
context of a primitive economy) and relative to one’s previous accustomed economic
situation. Unlike the modern secular world, there is no notion of poverty relative to
the prevailing standard of living, a level which changes as this standard changes. But
however conceived, Judaism views poverty as a highly undesirable condition without
any redeeming features. It is seen not only as having insufficient resources to meet
basic needs but also as something which has adverse psychological impacts and is felt
morally — a condition which is depressing, highly stressful, and humiliating. Indeed,
in Poverty, by America, Desmond, with considerable passion and compassion and,
at times, seemingly simmering anger, portrays both the dire material and
psychological impacts of poverty. He also examines poverty’s underlying causes.

Prophetic Judaism views poverty as brought about not by the poor themselves due to
such factors as idleness and lack of motivation, but by the evils of the social order.
Desmond similarly points to contemporary structural causes of poverty such as
labour market restructuring, locational disadvantage, racism and wage stagnation.
What especially riles him in explaining poverty, however, is the plethora of individual
decisions—decisions that reflect a deep contempt for the poor--made by people who
callously and greedily profit from their misery. These include, for instance, employers
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who exploit undocumented workers, landlords who overcharge for shabby housing,
and payday lenders who reap exorbitant fees from those least able to afford them.

In view of the adverse psychological impacts of poverty, Judaism demands sensitivity
to the plight of the poor. It requires that great care be taken to preserve their self-
respect and dignity in providing material assistance. This has a strong bearing on the
preferred ways of alleviating individuals’ poverty. (See, for example, Maimonides’
hierarchy of modes of providing tzedakah.)

In contrast to Judaism’s insistence that poverty alleviation be undertaken with
compassion and tact, Desmond makes much ado of the emotional indifference to the
poor by a very large segment of the US population, namely, the beneficiaries of
“invisible welfare”. Policy boffins have also long known that people whose incomes
are well above the poverty line often derive the greatest benefit from the public purse.
They do so in the form of a range of homeowner and other tax subsidies which, just
like direct welfare payments to the poor, boost household income. The foregone
public revenue associated with these subsidies dwarfs public investment in reducing
poverty. And yet, their strong sense of entitlement means that the beneficiaries of
invisible welfare are unwilling to give up these subsidies to allow greater public
investment in poverty alleviation.

Like a good policy analyst, Desmond offers a wide range of strategies for alleviating
poverty. Of particular interest is his description of the highly consequential income
support policies that were adopted during the Covid pandemic. These have since been
repealed resulting in a marked uptick in the US poverty rate.

Desmond is an accomplished wordsmith, and one cannot but be touched by his
profound sense of concern for the suffering of America’s poor, his descriptions of
which are very disturbing. His careful marshalling of evidence to support his
arguments is very impressive. Indeed, the narrative component of his book runs 194
pages while the footnotes run an additional 77(!) pages.

While Desmond’s analysis of poverty in the US will undoubtedly resonate strongly for
many readers in other countries, it may not do so for many Israelis when it comes to
poverty among Haredim. Unlike America’s poor, poor Haredim are often seen as
being poor by choice: A high proportion of Haredi men opt out of employment to
pursue a life of Torah study and, to boot, have large families. Those who make this
argument overlook, a-la-Desmond’s analysis, government actions that have
contributed to manufacturing Haredi poverty through incentivizing remaining out of
the workforce. Many Haredim engaged in Torah study have become so heavily
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dependent on public support in the form of stipends, rent assistance, child subsidies,
etc., that working is simply not worthwhile. This is so for at least two reasons. First,
many benefits cut out when men leave the yeshiva world. Second, successive
governments have failed to insist that the Haredi education system prepare its
students for employment resulting in only low-paid jobs being available to Haredim
with little, if any, secular education. Further, the steady expansion in exemptions
from mandatory military service after 1977 has further encouraged Haredim to
remain in yeshivot for much longer than they might have otherwise. In contrast, in
the formative years of the state, Haredi labour force participation was much higher
than is now the case and the Haredi birthrate was significantly lower. In addition,
Haredim fought and died in Israel’s first wars.

Poverty, by America, then, serves to remind us of: (1) the causes and consequences
of poverty in the midst of affluence, (2) the role of untrammelled greed in
compounding its dire effects, (3) the role governments play in attempting to address
it, and (4) their role in helping create poverty in the first place. It also reminds us that
it is we, the citizens, who elect governments to do our bidding. The choice, then, of
whether we want a government that will seriously try to address poverty and other

pernicious social problems is in our hands.
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