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Abstract

The present survey discusses the various types of care provided by the National
Insurance Institute of Israel (NII) to persons injured in hostile (terror) acts. The survey
has four parts, dealing with four different issues:

1.

The preliminary care of the injured: medical care, immediate psychological
treatment of acute stress reaction victims (in the aftermath of the Second
Lebanon War), and the preliminary care of family members of persons killed
in hostile actions.

The types of benefits provided to the injured and to the families of those
killed.

Data on persons with disabilities, persons killed and their dependents. The
scope of payments of the Hostile Action Branch and average benefit rates;
characteristics of benefit recipients; preliminary, annual and lump-sum
benefits to persons with disabilities and to the families of those killed; a
review of the terrorist acts that occurred from 1947 to 2006; the characteristics
of the injured and the injuries in Northern Israel as a result of the Second
Lebanon War.

The Rehabilitation Department’s care of hostile action victims. Crisis
intervention; group therapy both for persons with disabilities and for the
families of those killed; vocational rehabilitation and take-up of cash benefits;
volunteer assistance.

The data for the survey were gathered from the following files: hostile acts, persons
with disabilities who receive benefit, those killed and their families, payments by the
local NII branches. The data on the Rehabilitation Department activities were taken
from the Department’s reports and the file of rehabilitation payments.

Main findings

Total payments of the Hostile Action Casualties branch of the NII amounted to
NIS 360 million in 2006.

A national emergency center was set up to process claims of acute stress
reaction victims and a new route of immediate psychological treatment was
created.

In 2006 — as a result of the Second Lebanon War — there was a steep rise in the
number of injured, reaching about 5,000 including 34 severely injured, 85
moderately injured, 2,980 (60%) lightly injured and 1,870 (about 37%) with
acute stress reaction, with no physical injuries.

In the course of 2006, 374 injured persons received a medical benefit. About
37% of these could not work or function for over 3 months as a result of their
injury.

In 2006, a monthly average of about 3,022 persons with disabilities received
benefit. Out of these, about 647 persons with a disability degree of 10%-19%



have received a lump-sum disability grant since 1996 (previous to that year,
persons with a 10%-19% disability degree had received a monthly pension).
The main impairments of persons injured in hostile actions differ from those
of persons receiving other types of disability benefits from the NII;
furthermore, they differ in accordance with the type of hostile action that
caused the injury (for example, injuries resulting from explosive belts worn by
suicide bombers are different from those resulting from rockets). The most
frequent impairments are acute stress reaction, locomotric impairments, scars
and other skin impairments, and hearing impairments. On average, every
injury causes 2-3 impairments, the most severe injuries (from the points of
view of disability degree and number of impairments) being to the nerve
system and to vision.

In December 2006, benefits were paid on behalf of 1,454 persons killed as a
result of hostile acts, to 1,896 families, 52% of whom were bereaved parents
and 38% of whom were widows/widowers (with or without children).

Apart from the monthly benefits, the Hostile Action Casualties branch pays
annuities to persons with disabilities (Table 7), preliminary benefits, and
lump-sum benefits and grants to the families of those killed in hostile actions
(Tables 1, 12 and 13).



