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Abstract

This report on work accidents presents a broad and comprehensive picture of work
accidents in Israel in general, and of fatal work accidents in the country in particular.
The report, the result of cooperation between the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration of the Ministry of Economy and the Research and Planning
Administration of the National Insurance Institute, is unique in that it combines the
databases available to both these organizations, thus enabling information analyses
on work accidents and on the characteristics of those injured thereof, never
previously carried out.

In this report, in addition to the information on the number of work accidents and
their characteristics in the various branches of the economy, are presented to the
reader also comparative analyses concerning the placement of Israel in relation to
the economic sectors of the Western countries in general and of the building industry
specifically, distinctions between injury patterns of foreign workers and workers in
the Territories vis-a-vis Israelis, differences in injury patterns among self-employed
vis-a-vis salaried workers in Israel and more. Similarly, there is presented for the first
time in this yearly report a full description of fatal work accidents that occurred
during 2015 (Appendix A).

The information in this report on the work accidents that led to the injury of
workers — in various degrees of severity — is based on 2011-2014 data’. The
information herein on those work accidents that led to the death of workers are
based on 2011-2015 data (inclusive).

Due to the fact that the report is based on the data of two separate government
bodies, each with different definitions of work accidents and different methods of
gathering information, it was decided to restrict the analysis in the report to work
accidents that occurred in the course of work alone” — in order that the data may
be presented in a uniform and easily understandable way.

! This is due to the availability and reliability of the data. While work accidents that lead to
the death of a worker are reported on immediately and the information is processed upon
its receipt, information on work accidents that lead to injury is made available only upon
receipt of a claim for benefit at a local branch of the NII, and it can take up to a year before
such information becomes available for research purposes. Thus, the data base here of work
accidents that did not result in the death of a worker is for the years up to 2014 only.

2 The National Insurance Institute recognizes also traffic accidents that occurred on the way
to or from work as work accidents as well — as opposed to the Administration of Safety and
Occupational Health, which recognizes work accidents as such only if they occurred in the
workplace itself.






-

MINISTRY OF ECONOMY
Occupational Safety and Health
Administration

NATIONAL INSURANCE INSTITUTE
Research and Planning Administration

Work Accidents in Israel, 2011-2015

by
Natalia Gitelson* Ran Cohen** Noam Raanan**

* Research and Planning Administration, National Insurance Institute
** Occupational Health and Safety Administration, Ministry of Economy

Jerusalem, June 2016





