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expert is proposing to testify to (1) scientific knowledge that (2)
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scientifically valid and of whether that reasoning or
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"Ordinarily, a key question to be answered in determining
whether a theory or technique is scientific knowledge that
will assist the trier of fact will be whether it can be [...]
tested. [...] Another pertinent consideration is whether the
theory or technique has been subjected to peer review
and publication. [...] Additionally, in the case of the
particular scientific technique the court ordinarily should
consider the known or potential rate of error, and the
existence and maintenance of standards controlling the
technique's operation [...]. Finally, "general acceptance™
can yet have a bearing on the inquiry. Widespread
acceptance can be an important factor in ruling particular
evidence admissible [...]. The inquiry envisioned by Rule
702 is, we emphasize, a flexible one."
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"If scientific, technical, or other specialized knowledge will
assist the trier of fact to understand the evidence or to
determine a fact in issue, a witness qualified as an expert by
knowledge, skill, experience, training, or education, may testify

thereto in the form of an opinion or otherwise, if (1) the
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and (3) the witness has applied the principles and methods

reliably to the facts of the case.”
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