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I am saying that where it is clear, as it very often is, at young age,
that children are at risk of being brought up in a dysfunctional home
where there are multiple problems, say of drug abuse or offending,
then instead of waiting until the child goes off the rails, we should
act early enough, with the right help, support and disciplined
framework for the family, to prevent it. [...] That is why the child tax
credit, the Working Family Tax Credit, the extra support for children

Social inclusion 27
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are all absolutely crucial (Blair, Tony Blair's speech on social
exclusion, 2006)
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Education and care is the key to unlocking the cycle of poverty and
reducing inequalities in educational achievement (Tony Blair's
Speech on Childcare, 2004)

Unleashing the full potential of people — our most valuable resource
— is the third element of the new, modern economy. In one respect,
that means reforming welfare, making work pay, establishing the
work ethic for the whole of society. Tackling exclusion. In another, it
means an endless emphasis on education, and on skills - a ceaseless
focus on driving up standards in order to ensure that opportunity for
all is real (Blair, Speech at the Knowledge 2000 Conference, 2000).
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