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As [n the past, the rising cost of medlcal services constituted the major and explosive
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programme in a financial crisls, which... [ed to not too effective efforts to reduce
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beneflts by increasing the insured’s share of the cost, by prescriptlon charges, by other

methods to reduce the demand for medical treatment and to efforts to secure additional
Income. The demand, howsever, continued to grow, and the varlous factors affecting
Its magnitude... proved to be Impervious to the control methods of the soclial securlty

programmes.,...

As a result, the individual slckness Insurance fund was and is facing an Increasing
demand of insured persons and medical expenditures at prices which rose many times
faster than the wage-related contribution income.
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The Gift Relationship:

From Human Blood to Social Policy,

by Richard M. Titmuss

(George Allen and Unwin, London, 1970).
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