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BENEFITS TO RETURNING ISRAELIS —
NEED AND ELIGIBILITY

. by Dr, Aharon Fein |
The Paul Baerwald School of Social Work, The Hebrew University, Jerusalem

During the jears 1978—79 'the Israeli government provided assistance
to Israelis who returned to the country after emigrating from it. The
assistance was granted on a selective universal basis regardless of
whether or not need was present.

The program was aimed at Israelis who had ‘left the country prior to
April 1, 1975, and returned bétween January 1, 1978 dand August 31,
1979, | . :

The program was conceived especially for Israelis who had been abroad
for a lengthy period of time on the premise that they required assistance
in the proces of reacclimation.

The choice of the criterion of period of stay outside Israel (prior to
April 1, 1975) indicates that the policy makers considered the afore-
mentioned group of Tsraelis in need of material assistance in order
to implement their return to Israel. This consideration determined the
method through which the needy group was identified. The choice of
this cirterion — the period of absence from Israel — was undoubtedly
due to the inability of creating a better one which would exclude the
use of a means test, which might have put off many Israelis abroad
whose return Israel would have liked to encourage.

The article, which is based on data collected from 448 returning Israelis,
questions the universal approach which was adopted. The findings
show that most returnees were not in need of the benefits granted.
Over 589% of them felt that the assistance given to them had no in-
fluence on their decision to return to Israel. This group of returnees
was better off economically than those who were affected by the pro-
gram, and more confident regarding a long-term stay in Israel. Over
10% of those affected by the assistance program asserted that they
planned to leave Israel and an additional 50% of that group were not
sure whether or not they would remain.

The main conclusion of the article is that future efforts should be made
to direct most assistance to those who really need it and extend the
program to activities which would help encourage the returnees to
plan for a long-term stay in Israel.
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