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“The emphasis on the freedom fo practice
should not obscure the fact that the physi-
cian is not only a professional person but
also a citizen. He has moral and social
obligations, as well as self-interest to do
well in his profession. The notion held by
some that the physician has an abselute
right to fix his fees as he sees {fit is
incorrect and unrelated to the mores of
our time. The nineteenth century ‘laissez-
faire’ concept has no validity in its appli-
cation to medicine, dentistry, law, or to
any other organized group. Organized
medicine is a statutory creation of legisla-
tures and of Parliament. When the state
grants a monopoly te an exclusive group
to render an indispensible service it auto-
matically becomes involved in whether
those services are available and on what
terms and conditions ,..” 18,
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