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Abstract

This study examines the socio-economic status of women in Israel as compared to
that of men: in other words, whether and if so to what extent there was an increase
in poverty of households headed by a woman in the period under study. Two aspects
of poverty are examined: economic poverty — that is, poverty created in the labor
market — and poverty after State transfer of benefits and taxes.

The study also examines population groups with unique characteristics: the elderly
and women who are single parents. The scope of poverty is presented here in terms
of the incidence of poverty, the relative income gap and the severity of poverty.

The influence of gender is examined by means of a micro-economic model of hourly
wages, after taking into account personal, demographic and economic factor such s
age, marital status, education, economic branch, occupation, country of birth and
area of residence. The equation is estimated for 1999 and 2010. In order to check
the stability of the estimation results, we estimated the model for the 2011 data as
well. Since a significant number of women are still out of the labor market, we
carried out a Heckman correction that negates the impact of the self-selection
regarding labor force participation on wage equation coefficients. The results of the
wage equations show that the gaps remained more or less the same in the two
points of time.

We also examined women's wages in occupations in which women are dominant as
compared to other occupations. The results of this examination show that women
were still discriminated against in the period 1999-2010, and that in 2011 the gap
between men and women widened.

The study describes the differences in the income source composition between men
and women as well as the wage gaps over the course of the life cycle. In the
summary, the policy towards housewives is discussed, including how this policy is
reflected in the social security system.

The results point to the existence of social gaps to the detriment of women
throughout the period under study, If we look at market forces only — that is,
poverty stemming from economic income — then poverty did decrease slightly in the
course of the decade, and there was a trend of reduction of gaps, but the positive
changes stemmed from an increase in women's education and other factors. On the
other hand, at the end of the decade, and according to some indicators at the
beginning of the decade as well, discrimination against women remained the same.
It appears that government intervention by means of taxes and benefits slowed
down this process somewhat.
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