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Abstract

In October 2013, the experimental programme in which geriatricians were able to
assess claimants aged 80-89 for the Long-Term Care Benefit, was extended until July
2014. The programme was also expanded to include National Insurance Institute
branches in Be'er Sheva, Nahariya and Ramat Gan, which were added to Tiberius,
Petach Tikva and Jerusalem. As in the first wave, the selection rate of doctors was
low: 3.4% (as opposed to 4.8% in the first wave), including in the three original
branches.

In the second wave as in the first, distribution of assessments according to benefit
levels differed between the geriatricians and the NII assessors: approximately 80% of
the geriatricians' assessments resulted in one of the two highest levels of benefit,
compared with about 30% of the assessors' examinations, while about 20% of the
assessors' examinations did not qualify for a benefit at all, as opposed to only 2% of
the geriatricians' assessments. This publication cannot explain the discrepancy, but
simply points out two influencing factors: the age of those being assessed by the
geriatricians were on average older than the others; and the professional approach
which differed between the geriatricians and the assessors, especially on the issue of
evaluating the need for supervision.

Those claiming long-term care benefits must submit a physician's assessment attached
to their claims form. It may be assumed that some who chose not to attach an
assessment did so because the physician had determined that they were not dependent
on another for assistance or needing supervision. On the other hand, some
assessments done by geriatricians, of which some perhaps suggested eligibility for a
benefit, were not registered as a claim by the NII because they were not filled in
according to the regulations.

A survey of examinee satisfaction was not conducted in the second wave. The survey
of the first wave indicated that satisfaction was high in both groups, although those
examined by geriatricians displayed more satisfaction.
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