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Abstract

In Israel, housewives are defined as married women who do not work. In the absence of
payment for their labour, it is regarded as not productive and its value is unknown. This
population is characterised by low-socio-economic status: in 2014 almost half the families of
housewives of working age were under the poverty line, and even by retirement age most
had not risen above it.

For the approach that housewives are not 'productive’, there are implications not only for
national accounting and estimating the GNP, but also for the social security system.

The purpose of this study is to estimate the value of housewives' work in Israel and its
contribution to the economy. The main problem in making such assessments lies in finding
up-to-date information about the number of hours of unpaid work. According to the OECD,
about 30% of men's total work time is unpaid — compared with 56% of that of women, but
these data relate to all women and men without differentiating between their employment
and marital status.

According to data from the Central Bureau of Statistics' Household Expenditure Survey, and
estimates made from international data and the last Time Budget Survey that was done in
Israel in the early nineties, we constructed a simulation of the contribution of housework to
GDP, while relating to the specific characteristics of housewives over different population
groups and at different stages of life. The data show this contribution ranging between 2.2%-
4.8% of GDP, according to our simulation. When broken down by income quintiles and main
population groups, the study shows that most of the burden of unpaid work from the
perspective of housewives falls on the poorest populations in Israel: large families in general
and Arab and Haredi families in particular.

The highly impoverished economic situation of this population compared to its large
contribution in transparent work, should be taken into account in weighing the regressive
tax policy towards them.
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