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Abstract

It is customary to relate to wages as the sole remuneration for work; however,
though wages are indeed the principle remuneration, they are not the only one.
Work remuneration is a broad concept encompassing a network of benefits provided

by the employer, such as pension, study funds and vehicle maintenance.

In the course of the past decade employers’ expenditure on wage-related benefits
has grown considerably, and in many countries the scope of such benefits has
steadily expanded. It is thus not surprising that this topic has been the focus of

many recent research studies.

The present research, based on data from the 2003 Social Survey of the Central
Bureau of Statistics, aims to shed light on the topic of wage-related benefits and
work conditions of employees. The research findings show that benefit distribution
among employees is not equal: low-wage employees are not compensated by means
of benefits. It is further shown that the chances of workers to enjoy benefits increase
with the rise in their wages.

Findings regarding work environment conditions — including exposure to
environmental hazards — reveal that high-wage earners work at better conditions
than do low-wage earners. Further, older workers have better work conditions than
do young workers, women work at better conditions than men, and workers in

industry enjoy better work conditions than do those in agriculture or construction.






