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Abstract

The Rehabilitation Department of the National Insurance Institute of Israel (NII)
develops, operates and provides vocational rehabilitation services — including
vocational training and job placement — to persons entitled, who have been gected
from the labor market or who lack work experience. The aim of the rehabilitation
services is to integrate these persons into work suitable to their skills and to their
functional capabilities. The main tool in the vocational rehabilitation process is the
personal connection between the rehabilitee and the rehabilitation clerk.

In addition to vocational rehabilitation, the rehabilitation clerks provide professional
opinions to the benefit branches of the National Insurance Ingtitute, assist different
population groups in taking up their rights in the NII, and care for widows and
disabled at times of crisis, by virtue of their qualification as social workers.

In 2011, 7,829 persons, of whom about 80% belonged to the Genera Disability
insurance branch, applied for vocationa rehabilitation. In total, in that year, 21,021
persons participated in 42,325 different rehabilitation programs, with the aim of
entering the labor market, so that on average, each rehabilitee participated in two
programs, one of which was of a diagnostic nature. 4,081 persons, out of which 71%
successfully completed a rehabilitation program (not including those whose treatment
was stopped), did in fact enter the free labor market, and an additional 12% are
expected to do so in the course of 2012.

The present publication reviews the activities of the Rehabilitation Department in
2011 in treating the various population groups', focusing particularly on its vocational
rehabilitation activities. Great efforts are invested in locating persons suitable to
vocational rehabilitation, and those found to be suitable participate in programs of
diagnosis and training for work. The publication also presents the composition of
expenditure on vocational rehabilitation in 2011, as well as the other activities of the
Department, such as diagnosis and social counseling.

This year, it was decided to examine the contribution of the Rehabilitation
Department's work to improving the scope of employment of excluded populations,
particularly the disabled, as well as its activities among disability pension recipients,
who constitute the bulk of applicants for vocational rehabilitation.

! The survey deals mainly with rehabilitees from the General Disability branch, due to the large share
of thisgroup in total rehabilitees, and the nature of their treatment.
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