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Abstract

The National Insurance Law defines three different types of benefits for persons
dependent on the help of others, by age group: a) the benefit for disabled child for
children under the age of 18; b) the attendance allowance for those from age 18 up
to retirement age, and c) the long-term care benefit paid to those who have reached
retirement age. The conditions of entitlement and the benefit levels vary with the
different age groups. This survey will focus on the first two types of benefit: benefit
for disabled child and attendance allowance.

The benefit for disabled child is meant to assist families caring for a child with special
needs, in covering the expenses entailed in the difficult personal, nursing and all
other treatments aimed at improving his functioning. It is also meant to encourage
the family to care for their child at home and the community.

In the past two years, there has been a steady increase in the number of children
receiving the benefit for disabled child, as a result of the expansion in the definition
of disabled child eligible for this benefit. In December 2012 there were about 33,000
children receiving the benefit, who constitute approximately 15% of all children with
special needs in Israel.

The attendance allowance is paid to those aged 18 and over and up to retirement
age (sometimes, if they so choose, also after retirement age). This benefit aims to
assist those who are dependent on the help of others to carry out everyday tasks
(ADL) as well as those who are in need of constant supervision, in order to prevent
danger to themselves or others. About 38,800 persons receive this benefit monthly.
Here too there has been a steady annual increase in the number of recipients — over
1%.

This survey presents the characteristics of these benefit recipients in 2012,
distinguishing between those who began receiving benefits before 2012 and those
who began receiving benefits in that year.
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