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Abstract

The Rehabilitation Department of the National Insurance Institute of Israel (NII)
develops, operates and provides vocational rehabilitation services — including
vocational training and job placement — to persons entitled, who have been gected
from the labor market or who lack work experience. The aim of the rehabilitation
services is to integrate these persons into work suitable to their skills and to their
functional capabilities. The main tool in the vocational rehabilitation process is the
personal connection between the rehabilitee and the rehabilitation clerk.

In 2012, 7,829 persons, of whom about 80% belonged to the General Disability
insurance branch, applied for vocational rehabilitation. In total, in that year, 21,192
persons participated in about 44,000 different rehabilitation programs. 55% of them
participated in programs aimed at preparing them for work in the free market.

4,072 persons, out of which 74% successfully completed a rehabilitation program (not
including those whose treatment was stopped), did in fact enter the free labor market,
and an additional 12% are expected to do so during 2013.

In addition to vocational rehabilitation, the rehabilitation clerks provide professional
opinions to the benefit branches of the National Insurance Institute (in 2012 about
46,000 different opinions were provided), assist different population groups in taking
up their rightsin the NI, and care for widows and disabled at times of crisis, by virtue
of their qualification as social workers (4,881 such persons were cared for in about
8,000 different programsin 2012).

Vocational rehabilitation expenditure amounted to about NIS 206.6 million in 2012,
about half of which covered tuition costs for those entitled and about 30% covered
rehabilitation allowance payments. Some 2/3 of the total expenditure was paid for
those belonging to the General Disability insurance branch of the NII.
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