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The data presented in this report and their significance indicate the necessity of
making all efforts — on the part of those dealing with supervision and enforcement

in the workplace as well as those involved in the welfare of workers — towards a safe
and healthy work environment in Israel.



Over 188,000 workers were injured in Israel in work accidents between 2009 and
2012 (Table 1).

Table 1: Recipients of Work Injury Allowance, by Place of Injury, 2009-2012

Accident on the way
Accident at work to or from work
Year of Total On the
injury In the Traffic Traffic way, Other
course of | accident accident | without a
work at work car
2009 65,052 45,150 4,755 10,261 4,012 874
2010 6,166 47,423 4,574 10,994 4,165 1,010
2011 69,058 47,844 4,763 11,162 4,250 1,039
2012 69,636 48,002 4,779 11,115 4,771 969

A sum of about NIS 4 billion was spent on work injury benefits in 2013 alone (Graph
1). This is a very large expenditure that does not take into account the damage
caused to the workplaces or additional indirect expenses (over two million work days

a year are lost as a result of work accidents, and the loss of productivity in the

country is estimated at many more billions). This sum includes the expenditure on
work disability benefits paid to those injured at work in previous years, as well as

payments to family members of those killed as a result of work accidents.

Graph 1: Benefit Payments to Work Injured (current prices, NIS thousand), 2013
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Abstract

This report on work accidents presents a broad and comprehensive picture of work
accidents in Israel in general, and of fatal work accidents in the country in particular.
The report, the result of cooperation between the Occupational Safety and Health
Administration of the Ministry of Economy and the Research and Planning
Administration of the National Insurance Institute, is unique in that it combines the
databases available to both these organizations, thus enabling information analyses
on work accidents and on the characteristics of those injured thereof, never
previously carried out.

The information in this report on the work accidents that led to the injury of workers
— in various degrees of severity — are based on 2009-2012 data! . The information
herein on those work accidents that led to the death of workers are based on 2009-
2013 data (inclusive).

Due to the fact that the report is based on the data of two separate government
bodies, each with different definitions of work accidents and different methods of
gathering information, it was decided to restrict the analysis in the report to work
accidents that occurred in the course of work alone? — in order that the data may be
presented in a uniform and easily understandable way.

The data on work accidents in general® are based on claims submitted to the
National Insurance Institute of Israel under Work Injury Insurance, which deals with
the working population as a whole, not necessarily Israeli residents. In other words,
foreign workers and workers from the territories, in addition to Israeli residents, are
covered in this framework. Furthermore, Israeli residents working abroad for an
Israeli employer are also covered in Work Injury Insurance.

The data in work injury allowance recipients constitutes a reliable indication of the
number of accidents that occurred during and as a result of work.

! This is due to the availability and reliability of the data. While work accidents that lead to the death
of a worker are reported on immediately and the information is processed upon its receipt,
information on work accidents that lead to injury is made available only upon receipt of a claim for
benefit at a local branch of the NI, and it can take up to a year before such information becomes
available for research purposes. Thus, the data base here of work accidents that did not result in the
death of a worker is for the years up to 2012 only.

2 The National Insurance Institute recognizes also traffic accidents that occurred on the way to or
from work as work accidents as well — as opposed to the Administration of Safety and Occupational
Health, which recognizes work accidents as such only if they occurred in the workplace itself.

3 Except for light accidents as a result of which the worker is not absent from his work, or is absent
for only a few days (and thus a claim is not submitted to the NIlI).
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