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Abstract

The Rehabilitation Department of the National Insurance Institute of Israel (NII) develops,
operates and grants vocational rehabilitation services — including vocational training and job
placement — to persons entitled who lack work experience or who have been forced to leave
the labor market, and helps them find a work suitable to their skills and functional abilities.
The main means used in rehabilitation work is a personal connection between the rehabilitee
and rehabilitation clerks.

In 2017, rehabilitation workers took care of 23,772 persons who participated in about 60,000
different vocational rehabilitation plans with the aim of integrating them in jobs — 52% of
participants took part in plans especially designed to prepare them for entering the free labor
market. 82% of all rehabilitees belong to the general disability insurance branch.

3,033 persons, representing about 73% of participants who successfully completed a
rehabilitation plan in 2017 (not including those whose treatment was stopped), did actually
succeed in entering the free labor market. An additional 13% of participants completed a
training process, and some of them are expected to enter the free market next year.

Besides vocational rehabilitation, the NIl Rehabilitation Department assists in take-up of rights
(5,014 persons in 2017) and provides professional opinions in various fields to the Institute's
benefits departments (about 48,000 opinions in 2017). Being social workers by vocation, the
rehabilitation workers also care for the disabled and widows in critical times (12 new such
cases in 2017).

The expenditure of the Rehabilitation Department amounted to NIS 244 million in 2017. About
half this amount was spent on tuition for entitled individuals and about 33% — on
rehabilitation allowance payments. About 70% of the expenditure concerned recipients of a
general disability pension.
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