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Abstract

The Rehabilitation Department of the National Insurance Institute (NII), in its care of some
disabled persons and widows, is assisted by the diagnosis, care and job placement services
offered in Rehabilitation Centers. The Rehabilitation Center provides a rehabilitative basket
of services (including diagnosis, treatment, vocational training and placement services) under
one roof, to disabled persons of working age who, due to their disabilities, have employment
problems.

This publication presents data on the referral of disabled persons and widows, their diagnosis,
and methods of treatment, as well as data on their placement in the free labor market. The
data are based on questionnaires fitled out by the professionals in each of these stages, and on
a computerized data base in the area of rehabilitation.

In the course of 1996, the Rehabilitation Department of the NII referred 938 disabled persons
and widows, constituting 16% of all the disabled persons who applied to the Department in
this period, to Rehabilitation Centers. About 2/3 of these were men, 46% single. Their
average age was 32 years. Most of them (79%) were general disabled. About % of them had
some kind of work history. On average about 18 months elapsed from the date on which they
left their last workplace until their referral to the Rehabilitation Center.

82% of the referrals to Rehabilitation Centers were for purposes of diagnosis, the most
common technique of diagnosis (about 80%) being a work sample. The most frequent
recommendation given in the Rehabilitation Centers was integration in a vocational training
framework. An examination of the connection between the aims of the referral to the
Rehabilitation Centers and the recommendations indicates a definite link between the
recommendation for vocational training and referral for this purpose.

The participants in care plans in the Rehabilitation Centers were financed, on average, for a
period of 7 months. They participated in one or more of the following care plans: imparting
work habits (271 participants), vocational training (255), attempt to place in job in the free
market (180), and sheltered workshop (29). 66% of the participants in one or more of these
work plans successfully completed the plan.

At the end of the treatment, about a quarter of the persons who participated in any care plan
worked in the free market, while among those regarding whom it was attempted to place in
the free market or who underwent vocational training, the rates were even higher: 44% and
38%, respectively.

One year after the end of treatment, it was found that the rate of those working among all the
persons referred to Rehabilitation Centers — whether they completed/ ceased diagnosis or
treatment or did not even begin diagnosis/treatment — was higher still — about one third.
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