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Abstract

One of the most important goals of welfare reform in Israel is to increase
employment among recipients of subsistence benefits. The question is, to what
extent does the fact of the parents’ working improve the welfare and the financial
independence of their family? Another question to be asked is, how does
employment affect the likelihood of their children being extracted from poverty?

Research studies show that education plays a crucial roie in economic advancement.
It is therefore important to examine to what extent employment among parents —
even if not leading to complete financial independence - affects the child’s

functioning, particularly in school, and as a result, his chances for future
employment, |

The present study is based on a nationwide survey of recipients of income support
benefit in Israel. We examined the relationship between employment of the family
head and the normative school functioning of his children aged 6-18. We found that
only 36% of the children lived in a home in which at least one of the parents
worked. Work was more frequent in single-parent families, particularly among
immigrants from the former Soviet Union. Almost 60% of the children lived in
families that received an income support benefit for five years or more.

Regarding living conditions in the home, it was found that a significant proportion of
chitdren lacked- adequate living conditions and clothing. A high percentage suffered
from health and behavioral problems, such as aggressiveness, lack of concentration,
and other emotional, social or physical problems. The proportion of children with
these problems was significantly lower when the family head worked.

A total of 23% of the children received a negative score on an index of school
functioning. This index included school dropout, irreguilar school attendance,
expulsion from school, and the parent’s evaluation of his child as a poor pupil.
Among the children whose family head did not work, 28% received a negative score,
compared to 9% among those whose family head worked.

The difference in the school functioning score between children of working parents
and those of non-working parents was significant even when variables considered
likely to influence school behavior — such as type of family (one or two-parent), size
of family and income — were kept constant.

However, further research is required in order to analyze in greater detail how work
of a parent affects the children’s functioning. It is important, for example, to examine
whether not working is related to aggressive behavior in the child, which we found to
be clearly related to functioning at school. Such research would be very important in
determining policy and designing social programs to help families on income support
to go out to work.
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