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An Evaluation of

the "Environmental Safety - The Human Factor" Program

Abstract

A school program entitled "Environmental Safety - The Human
Factor" was implemented on an experimental basis in twenty-six
Israeli schools. The program was aimed at increasing pupils’
awareness of environmental safety, and fostering appropriate
behavior with respect to it. The program was developed by the
H.E.M.0. Institute and implemented in the schools in
conjunction with the Ministry of Education and Culture through
the support of the Fund for Demonstration Projects of the
National Insurance Institute. The §Szold Institute, The
National Institute for Research in the Behavioral Sciences,
was asked by the Fund for Demonstration Projects to evaluate
the program and its implementation.

Our study indicated: that all of the schools implemented the
program to some degree, as did 90% of the teachers who were
asked to do so; that the program was implemented in all the
grades it was intended to be, even though 1t was perceived
most favorably by teachers and pupils in the lower grades;
that the principals were highly satisfied with the work of the
Hemo Institute; that the teachers were satisfied with the
training and the book they received to implement the program
and felt that they could administer the program in future
without additional training; that neither principals nor
teachers felt that it was too much of an effort for them to
administer the program.

The biggest problem faced by principals and teachers in
implementing the program was that it was presented to them too
late in the school year to allow them to plan, as they would
have liked, its insertion into their yearly schedule. Its




arrival at a late date also prevented it from being
implemented over a 3-month period as planned by its
developers.

Although both principals and teachers were guite satisfied
with most aspects of the program, they were less positive
about how much it affected pupil awareness and pupil behavior
with respect to environmental safety. A test administered to
pupils who participated in the program as well as to those who
had not, did not indicate that those who had studied the
program knew more about environmental safety than those who
had not. An attempt to neasure student awareness of
environmental safety yielded similar findings.

We suggest enriching the program for the higher grades and
providing more activities for pupils to carry out at home so
that the messages it contains reach the home, that it deliver
more systematically, more detailed information about
environmental safety, in addition to trying to raise awareness
of the subject, and that the program be sent to schools as
early as possible in the school year.
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