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Sex Education for Deaf Adolescents

by Dr. Emanuel Chigier

Jerusalem, June 1999



Abstract

[n 1996, a series of 14 workshops (each about 1% hours) on sex education was conducted at
Geulah High School in Tel Aviv with a group of 12 deaf adolescents (nine boys and three
girls) aged 16-17 years. The program was carried out by a social worker (Tami Shalev) from
the Association of Deaf Persons, who is an experienced sex educator.

Simultaneously 5 workshops were carried out with § teachers for deaf students who work at
the school, and who also sat in at the workshops for the students.

The research follow-up was designed to examine increase in knowledge as well as possible
changes in attitudes and in self-image as an outcome of the educational intervention.

Although findings indicated only a modest improvement in knowledge, possibie changes in
attitudes and in self-image as an outcome of the educational intervention.

The project acted as a catalyst, and resulted in two conferences for teachers and student
counselors, the development of a course on sex education for deaf students, the setting up of a
National Resource Center on Sexuality and Disability in Tel Aviv and the establishment of an
Open Door Counseling Service at the Association for Deaf Persons in Tel Aviv by the Israeli

Family Pianning Association.
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