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Abstract

About 5% of all recipients of income suppott benefit from the National Insurance Institute of
[srael receive this benefit on the grounds of drug addiction. This group constitutes the “hard
core” of recipients, who remain in the income support system for a long period of time.

A high rate of drug addicts does not succeed in kicking the habit — and for the main part does
not even attempt to do so. This is a difficult population group with a generally low
rehabilitative potential; according to professional estimates, only about 11% have a relatively
high rehabilitative potential. It is estimated that 33% have a certain degree of rehabilatitive
capacity, while only 6% have the full capacity required for rehabilitation.

The Diagnostic Center in Jaffa, responsible for diagnosing benefit claimants as drug addicts,
has been gathering extensive information on claimants for over eight years, This information
includes psychosocial and medical characteristics, personal history, evaluation and
recommendations for treatment. Most of this material is not fully utilized for the benefit of
the addicts — in order to help them become rehabilitated and leave the system — nor is it
adequately utilized for the determination of policy, planning treatment units or to regulate
the proper flow of people within the bureacracy.

This publication, which presents processed data selected from the wealth of data gathered by
the Diagnostic Center, suggests the use of this available information by means of cooperation
between the various bodies dealing with drug addicts, as part of the continuing struggle
against drugs and with the ultimate goal of helping the addicts extricate themselves from

their state of addiction.
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